A. 

wise. 


John  F.  Gouche 


The  Next  Great 
Awakening 

IN 

Sunday  School  WorK 


By  Joseph  Clark 


Ohio  Sunday  School  Ass’n 
Missionary  Department 
COLUMBUS,  -  -  -  OHIO 


THE  NEXT  GREAT  AWAKENING. 


What  an  Aroused  Sunday  School  World  Can 
and  Must  Do  for  Missions. 


The  Sunday-school  of  today  is  rapidly  be¬ 
coming  inoculated  with  the  spirit  of  the  age — 
the  idea  of  expansion.  Everything  about  us 
cries  “Up!  Out!’’  Buildings  are  piercing  the 
clouds,  cities  are  bursting  their  boundaries. 
The  world’s  activities  are  passing  from  the 
positive  to  the  comparative  degree — from 
“great”  to  “greater.”  Today  the  Kingdom  of 
Commerce  has  its  “Greater  New  York”  and  its 
“Greater  Chicago”;  the  Kingdom  of  Nations 
has  a  “Greater  America”  and  a  “Greater 
Japan.”  None  the  less  has  the  Kingdom  of 
God  a  “Greater  Sunday-school.” 

The  Greater  Sunday-school. 

The  “Greater  Sunday-school”  is  here.  It 
has  been  set  up  in  our  midst.  The  “pattern  in 
the  mount”  has  been  unveiled.  The  Sunday- 
school  world  is  beginning  to  realize  how  vast 
have  been  its  wasted  resources.  It  has  been 
creeping  where  it  might  have  been  running. 
Mighty  opportunities  are  opening  before  it. 
The  Sunday-school  is  “coming  to  itself.”  It 
has  heard  the  command  “Arise!  shine,  for  thy 
light  has  come.” 

The  Little  World  of  Yesterday. 

In  the  face  of  its  promising  and  widening 
future  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the 
Sunday-school  so  long  failed  to  recognize  its 
possibilities.  For  seventy-five  and  more  years 
it  was  satisfied  with  a  narrow  vision  and  a 
self-centered  activity.  In  name  only  was  it 
connected  with  the  church.  In  reality  it  was 
a  separate  institution,  with  little  vital  interest 
in  the  church.  The  church  and  the  minister, 
therefore,  had  little  concern  for  the  Sunday- 
school. 

In  the  “good  old  days”  the  Sunday-school 
had  no  vision  beyond  the  children  of  its  own 
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church  families,  and  a  few  gathered  in  from 
the  immediate  neighborhood.  It  was  for 
these,  and  these  alone  it  spent  itself.  Its 
horizon  line  was  the  four  walls  of  the  Sunday- 
school  room.  Beyond  that  it  thought  or  cared 
but  little. 

Getting  Out  of  Its  Shell. 

The  Sunday-school’s  present-day  growth  In 
power  and  influence  began  when  it  cast  its 
eyes  outward.  It  first  turned  in  helpful  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  church.  It  raised  the  cry 
“Every  church  member  in  the  Sunday-school, 
and  all  the  Sunday-school  in  the  church” — 
beautiful  Christian  reciprocity.  Then  came 
the  Home  Department  and  the  Cradle  Roll, 
through  which  the  school  developed  a  com¬ 
munity-wide  interest  in  others.  The  Sunday- 
school  had  cracked  its  shell.  It  had  emerged 
from  its  old  hide-bound  life  into  a  bigger 
world.  It  had  driven  back  its  horizon  and  ex¬ 
tended  its  field  of  usefulness. 

New  Forces  of  Potency. 

With  their  limited  vision  many  thought  that 
now  the  Sunday-school  had  extended  its 
boundary  of  usefulness  to  its  utmost  limit. 
They  did  not  see  in  the  near  distance  the  on¬ 
coming  of  the  educational  advance  in  teacher¬ 
training.  They  did  not  perceive  the  Adult 
Movement,  nor  hear  the  tramp  of  organized 
classes  of  men  and  women  as  they  marched 
to  join  the  Sunday-school  ranks.  These  great 
activities  brought  to  the  Sunday-school  new 
power  and  enthusiasm,  and  caused  it  again  to 
look  beyond  for  a  new  vision — the  world-wide 
vision  of  Jesus  Christ — the  vision  of  the  great 
commission,  “Go — teach — disciple.” 

The  Missionary  Vision. 

In  the  “Greater  Sunday-school”  the  mission¬ 
ary  idea  will  permeate  all  of  its  work.  The 
school  will  seek  to  improve  itself,  not  for  its 
own  gratification,  but  for  the  value  the  im¬ 
proved  school  can  become  to  the  world.  “Make 
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the  school  better  that  It  may  make  the  world 
better.”  That  is  the  only  school-spirit  that 
will  please  Jesus  Christ;  for  He  sanctified 
Himself  “for  others’  sakes,  that  they  also 
might  be  sanctified  through  the  truth.” 

By  “making  the  world  better”  we  do  not  so 
much  mean  the  little  world  about  the  school, 
but  rather  throwing  the  life  of  the  school 
through  prayers  and  money  and  missionaries 
into  far  away  fields,  until  the  Kingdoms  of 
this  world  become  the  Kingdoms  of  our  Lord. 

The  Sunday-school  has  never  yet  demon¬ 
strated  its  power  as  a  missionary  force.  Thus 
far  it  has  merely  been  playing  with  missions. 
The  world  will  never  be  brought  to  Christ  until 
the  Sunday-school  gets  the  missionary  vision. 
With  a  great  broad  missionary  spirit — with 
generous  gifts  for  missions,  any  Sunday- 
school  will  bring  to  itself  success  along  every 
line  that  can  be  secured  in  no  other  way. 

The  short  cut  to  prosperity  and  favor  with 
God  is  to  become  alive  to  the  single  thought 
of  Jesus  Christ,  viz. :  “the  salvation  of  the 
world.”  The  battle  cry  recently  applied  to 
the  church  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Sunday- 
school,  viz.:  “It  is  the  whole  business  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  the  business  of  the  whole 
Sunday-school  to  carry  the  whole  gospel  to 
the  whole  world  as  speedily  as  possible.” 

■What  the  Sunday-school  Must  Do. 

The  “must”  is  imperative.  It  can  be  noth¬ 
ing  less. 

1.  It  Must  Provide  Missionaries.  If  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  to  be  provided  they  must  come 
from  the  Sunday-school  ranks.  The  mission¬ 
aries  of  twenty  years  hence  are  in  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  of  today.  Hence  the  need  of  mis¬ 
sionary  emphasis  in  all  Sunday-school  teach¬ 
ing. 

2.  It  Must  Teach  Missions.  If  the  Sunday- 
school  is  to  be  the  missionary  supply  station 
for  the  great  mission  fields,  then  such  mis¬ 
sionary  knowledge  must  be  disseminated 
through  the  Sunday-school  as  will  plant  in  the 
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hearts  of  boys  and  girls  and  young  men  and 
young  women  an  ambition  to  devote  their  lives 
to  missionary  work.  The  surest  way  for  any 
school  to  have  a  corps  of  missionaries  in  the 
field  is  to  make  much  of  missions,  provide  for 
missionary  instruction  in  mission  classes,  and 
keep  the  missionary  idea  prominent  in  all 
Scripture  teaching. 

3.  It  Must  Train  Givers.  The  demands  upon 
Christianity  for  money  to  be  spent  in  mission¬ 
ary  work  increases  every  year.  Ten  or  twenty 
years  from  today  the  children  and  youth  now 
in  the  Sunday-school  will  be  handling  a  large 
share  of  the  world’s  money.  They  must  then 
be  the  givers.  What  and  how  much  they  then 
give  will  depend  upon  the  fidelity  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  today  in  missionary  teach¬ 
ing.  The  boy  who  gives  dimes  to  missions  in 
boyhood  will  more  freely  give  dollars  in  man¬ 
hood. 

4.  It  Must  Provide  Attractive  Books  on 
Missions  for  Sunday-school  Study  and  Bead¬ 
ing. 

The  most  practical  method  of  studying  mis¬ 
sions  in  the  Sunday-school  is  the  “Mission 
Study  Class,’’  which  is  nothing  more  than 
resolving  Sunday-school  classes  or  special 
groups  of  youth  and  young  people  into  classes 
for  the  study  of  missions. 

These  classes  may  occasionally  step  aside 
from  the  Scripture  lessons  for  a  period — three 
months  or  six  months — and  devote  the  lesson 
hour  to  mission  study;  or  they  may  spend  an 
evening  each  week  in  mission  study,  receiving 
credit  in  the  school  for  supplemental  work. 

A  manual  of  methods  entitled  “Missions  in 
the  Sunday-school,”  by  Martha  B.  Hixson, 
M.  A.,  with  an  introduction  by  Marion  Law- 
rance,  is  published  by  the  Young  People’s 
Missionary  Movement,  New  York,  and  is  for 
sale  by  the  denominational  and  Sunday-school 
Supply  Houses  for  fifty  cents.  It  tells  how 
to  conduct  mission  classes;  names  mission 
study  courses  for  young  people  and  juniors; 
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gives  list  of  special  reference  libraries  on 
Japan,  Home  Missions,  Africa,  etc.;  publishes 
a  list  of  missionary  books  for  Sunday-school 
libraries  classified  by  countries,  as  well  as  a 
list  of  magazines,  booklets,  leaflets,  manuals 
of  methods,  literature  on  prayer  and  giving, 
maps,  charts,  flags,  gummed  letters,  pictures, 
programs,  missionary  object  lessons,  mite 
boxes,  collection  cards,  etc. 

5.  It  Must  Give  More  to  Missionary  Causes. 

Thousands  of  schools  give  nothing  to  mis¬ 
sions.  Thousands  give  spasmodically.  Not 
more  than  one-half  give  regularly — weekly, 
monthly  or  quarterly.  Five  thousand  student 
volunteers  are  ready  to  go  to  the  mission  fields 
as  soon  as  money  can  be  provided. 

If  the  16,000,000  Sunday-school  pupils  and 
teachers  in  America  should  contribute  only 
one  cent  a  week  for  missions,  the  annual 
offering  would  be  $8,320,000 — more  money  than 
now  comes  for  this  purpose  from  all  Protest¬ 
ant  churches  combined. 

It  could  be  made  to  average  two  cents,  or 
live  cents  per  week,  if  schools  sought  to  make 
It  so.  Then  from  sixteen  to  forty  million  dol¬ 
lars  would  be  available,  and  the  dying  millions 
in  China,  India  and  Africa,  who  extend  their 
emploring  hands  and  cry  for  the  Bread  of 
Life,  could  be  fed. 

6.  It  must  Exalt  the  Value  of  Prayer  for 

Missions.  S.  D.  Gordon,  in  his  “Quiet  Talks 
on  Prayer,”  says, 

“Prayer  opens  a  whole  planet  to  a  man’s 
activities.  I  can  as  really  be  touching  hearts 
for  God  in  far  away  India  or  China  through 
prayer,  as  though  I  were  there.  Not  in  as 
many  ways  as  though  there,  but  as  truly.” 

Prayer  puts  us  into  direct  dynamic  touch 
with  a  world.  A  man  may  go  aside  today, 
and  shut  his  door,  and  as  really  spend  a  half 
hour  in  India  for  God  as  though  he  were  there 
in  person.  Without  any  doubt  he  may  turn 
his  key  and  be  for  a  bit  of  time  potentially  in 
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China  by  the  power  of  prayer,  as  though  there 
in  actual  bodily  form.  I  say  potentially  pres¬ 
ent.  Of  course  not  consciously  present.  But 
in  the  power  exerted,  upon  men  he  may  be 
truly  present  at  the  objective  point  of  his 
prayer.  He  may  give  a  new  meaning  to  the 
printed  page  being  read  by  some  native  down 
in  Africa.  He  may  give  a  new  tongue  of 
flame  to  the  preacher  or  teacher.  He  may 
make  it  easier  for  men  to  accept  the  story 
of  Jesus  and  then  to  yield  themselves  to 
Jesus. 

No  matter  where  you  are  you  do  more 
through  your  praying  than  through  your  per¬ 
sonality.  If  you  were  in  India  you  could  add 
your  personality  to  your  prayer.  That  would 
be  a  great  thing  to  do.  But  whether  there  or 
here,  you  must  first  win  the  victory,  every 
foot  of  the  way,  in  secret,  in  the  spirit-realm, 
and  then  add  the  mighty  touch  of  your  per¬ 
sonality  in  service. 

You  can  do  more  than  pray,  after  you  have 
prayed.  But  you  cannot  do  more  than  pray 
until  you  have  prayed.  And  just  there  is 
where  we  have  all  seemed  to  make  a  slip  at 
times,  and  many  of  us  are  yet  making  it — 
a  bad  slip.  We  think  we  can  do  more  where 
we  are  through  our  service:  then  we  pray  to 
give  power  to  service.  No — with  the  blackest 
underscoring  of  emphasis,  let  it  be  said — No. 
We  can  do  nothing  of  real  power  until  we  have 
done  the  prayer  thing. 

7.  Through  the  Organized  Sunday-school 
Work  it  must  Seek  to  Arouse  the  Sunday- 
school  World  to  the  Importance  of  Missions 
and  Assist  Schools  in  Ways  and  Means  for 
Disseminating  Missionary  Information  and 
Incresaing  Missionary  Oiferings. 

The  International,  State  and  County  Sunday 
School  Associations  are  planning  to  meet  this 
demand.  Missionary  departments  are  now  to 
be  formed  in  every  State,  County  and  town¬ 
ship  in  America,  with  appointed  superintend¬ 
ents  to  foster  the  work.  Suggestions  to 
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County  and  township  missionary  superintend* 
ents  are  ready  in  another  leaflet  on  “Mission 
Study  Classes,”  published  free  by  this  As¬ 
sociation.  Let  all  County  and  township 
officers  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  Mission¬ 
ary  Department  in  their  Association  work, 
appoint  a  superintendent  of  same,  send  to  the 
headquarters,  79  Ruggery  Building,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  leaflet  outlining  their  duties,  and 
provide  for  the  election  of  such  an  officer  at 
the  next  annual  Convention. 

Ohio  should  have  1400  County  and  town¬ 
ship  missionary  secretaries  ere  another  year 
and  should  have  presented  the  subject 
of  missions  in  3000  Township  and  County  Con¬ 
ventions. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

Ohio  Sunday  School  Association 

79  Ruggery  Bldg. 

COLUMBUS,  -  -  OHIO 
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